A HISTORY OF POLAND
This ambitious Grand Vizier was hatching a scheme
which involved more than an attack on Poland. He
planned the conquest of the whole of Central Europe.
His first blow was to be aimed at Austria. As Mohammed
took Constantinople so would Mustafa capture Vienna,
and clear the way to a Turkish Empire extending as far
north as the Baltic. Sobieski, whose apprehensive eyes
were continually turned to the source of danger at Con-
stantinople, seems to have probed the plan before it was
even suspected elsewhere, and to have approached the
Pope for aid in averting it. The King's path was made
easier by the rupture of his old intimate relations with
France. The Queen, who wished to visit Paris as a
monarch, had been warned that she, the daughter of
a doubtful count and the wife of an elected King, could
not expect royal honours at the French Court. Her wish
that a dukedom should be conferred upon her father was
not honoured, and she was bitter in her complaints of
French ingratitude. Her humour for once suited the
King, and, with the aid of the Pope, he angled for an
arrangement with Austria. The Pope, as ever, was well
disposed towards a Crusade against the infidel; and was
willing to subsidize it. The Emperor Leopold, who did
not see the danger that threatened him, but was at war
with France, was eager to detach a powerful French
adherent. He promised to add 60,000 men to the 40,000
promised by Poland, and to address Sobieski as Majesty,
an honour he had previously withheld from the elected
Kings of Poland,
Kara Mustafa had gathered 300,000 men at Con-
stantinople, and opened the proceedings with a feint at
Hungary. Duke Charles of Lorraine was thereupon
despatched with 30,000 troops to meet him, when the
attack suddenly turned, and the Turks headed straight
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